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PLANNING PROCESS
Bike!Cornelius, the Bicycle Master Plan of Cornelius

review of existing planning documents, the project

is made possible by a 2014 North Carolina

consultants identified opportunities and constraints

Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Bicycle

for bicycle facility development.

and Pedestrian Planning Grant Initiative award.
It combines past planning efforts with new
research and analysis and includes a full public
input process. A proposed on- and off-street bike
facility network is included in this plan, as well as
recommended policies and programs to encourage
more bicycling activity and to promote safe
bicycling and driving practices. These combined
elements establish a complete, up-to-date
framework for moving forward with improvements
to the bicycling environment of Cornelius.

DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS
Town staff, the Project Steering Committee, and
stakeholders provided baseline information about
the existing conditions of Cornelius. Through aerial
photography, geographic information systems

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
Outreach to the citizens and visitors of Cornelius
included two public workshops, a public planning
workshop (charrette), an online and hard-copy
citizen comment form,and a dedicated project
webpage. Four Project Steering Committee
meetings provided additional information
about public concerns and preferences. The
committee was made up of citizen advocates
and representatives from multiple stakeholder
organizations and local groups, including
the NCDOT and Cornelius Planning, Park
and Recreation (PARC), Police, and project
management staff; the regional Active Routes to
Schools (ARTS); among others.

(GIS) data, on-the-ground field investigation, and

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Town of Cornelius currently has 8.2 miles of

policies for implementation include the formation

bicycle facilities, which is comprised of 2.3 miles

of a permanent Bicycle Advisory Committee for

of bicycle lanes and 5.9 miles of greenways and

the Town of Cornelius, as well as the adoption of

sidepaths. This plan recommends expanding

a Complete Streets policy, whereby bicycle (and

these facilities into a comprehensive network

pedestrian) facilities will be an integral component

of bike lanes, marked shared lanes, greenways,

of all transportation projects in the future. In

sidepaths, and low stress bike routes, totaling

addition, bicycle educational programming

97.4 miles (see map on following pages). Twelve

and events during National Bike Month in May,

priority projects and five signed bike routes have

and throughout the year, will be critical for the

been identified for near-term development that

development of a safe bicycling culture throughout

will provide critical connections and routes for safe

the community.

bicycling in Cornelius.

Finally, an overarching goal of this plan is to help

To complement these infrastructure

the Town of Cornelius become a designated

recommendations, a suite of programs and policies

Bicycle Friendly Community within the next one to

are recommended to address the "5 E's of bicycle

two years, and with the recommendations included

planning": engineering, education, encouragement,

herein, there is the potential to be designated

enforcement, and evaluation. Equity serves as a

above the bronze level.

sixth ‘E’, and is considered an integral component
of each of the other 5 E’s. Priority programs and
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`
INTRODUCTION & VISION

VISION STATEMENT:
Cornelius will be a premier bicycling destination in the state and
region:
•

The Town will provide a network of safe and comfortable on-street and offroad bike facilities for residents and visitors of all ages and abilities.

•

Increased connections between the bike facility network and community
attractions such as parks, schools, workplaces, services, civic destinations, and
adjacent communities.

•

Bicycling will be seen as a viable form of transportation. The Town will increase
awareness of cycling.

•

Cornelius will be the Charlotte region’s next Bicycle Friendly Community.

Cornelius residents gather for a Community Bike Ride in May, 2015. This Plan is intended to capture
and build upon Cornelius's existing cultural resources and natural resources, such as Lake Norman,
the McDowell Creek Greenway, public parks and recreation areas, and the vibrant community.
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